Sexually Transmitted Infections Vocabulary and Key Points
cal Infections (incurable but treatable):
1. H.!. V.IA.I.D.S: An incurable, deadly disease that is spread through sexual contact, sharing of
intravenous needles, or transfusion with infected blood or blood products. A disease of the human
immune system that is characterized by a reduction in helper T cells to 20 percent or less of normal
thereby rendering the subject highly vulnerable to life-threatening conditions.
2. Human Papillomavirus

(HPV): An STD in which pink or reddish warts with cauliflower-like tops
appear; also called genital warts.

3. Herpes Simplex I: A virus that causes cold sores on the mouth.
4. Herpes Simplex II: A virus that causes genital blisters.

5. Hepatitis B: An irritation and swelling (inflammation) ofthe liver due to infection with the hepatitis B
virus (HBV). Hepatitis B infection can be spread through having contact with the blood, semen, vaginal
fluids, and other body fluids of someone .

...•acterial Infections (can be cured with antibiotics/prescription

medication):

6. Chlamydia: a STD that attacks the male and female reproductive organs and is caused by several
different microorganisms that are similar to bacteria, but closer in size to viruses.
7.

Gonorrhea ("clap''): a STD caused by bacteria that live in warm, moist areas of the body.

8. Syphilis: a STD that attacks many parts of the body and is caused by a bacterium called a spirochete.
9.

Trichomoniasis: a STD that is caused by a parasite that can cause bladder and urethral infections.

10. Moniliasis: an infection by fungi of the monilia or candida; also known as a yeast infection.
11. Pubic Lice ("crabs''): parasites that feed on tiny human blood vessels, usually around the body hair;
often classified as a STD.

Sexually Transmitted Infections (continued)
1. The five most common symptoms of STIs are:
a.

b.
c.
d.

e.
2.

The three infections of the genital and urinary organs, which are NOT sexually transmitted are:
a.
b.
c.

~

3.

What does the AIDS virus (RIV) do, after it gets into the body?

4.

The four bodily fluids that can pass on the AIDS virus are:
a.
b.
c.

d.

5.

The five ways in which HfV is NOT transmitted are:
a.
b.

c.
d.

6.

It is important to understand the following terms because sometimes there could be some testing issues or you
personally do not see signs of an STI. Explain both.
a.

Window period:

b.

Latency period:
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THE STORY OF JAKE AND NORA
Jake and Nora met during the first week of school whel) Jake was starting his
senior year in high school and Nora was starting eleventh grade. They fell in
love over the course of the school year, first becoming good friends and then
falling deeply in love. Although both of them had had steady partners, neither
of them had had sexual intercourse. When they decided to have sex for the
first time, they went to the clinic together, and Nora went on the pill. They
felt confident that they did not need to use condoms since both of them were
virgins.
The following fall, Jake left to go to college about one hundred miles away
He and Nora vowed to remain faithful. Since they would see each other about
twice a month, Nora kept taking the pill so that they could have sex without
worry during their visits.
Before Jake left, he asked his best friend Chris to keep Nora company while
he was away. Chris was staying in town to work at his father's restaurant. Chris
said he'd be glad to hang out with Nora, and even got her a job at the restaurant after school and on weekends.
Chris and Nora spent a lot of time together. Chris was always asking Nora's
advice about his girlfriends, and Nora was glad to have the company because
she missed Jake very much. Jake's visits were becoming less frequent as his
workload became heavier and he became more involved in school events.
Sometimes if Chris did not have a date, he and Nora would raid the bar after
the restaurant closed and sit at a booth talking and drinking until very late.
One Friday evening, when Jake had canceled his plans to visit, Nora was very
upset. She and Chris ended up drinking more than usual. As she was crying
on his shoulder, Chris told her that she should dump Jake because he probably was seeing other people anyway Chris also told her that he had always envied Jake because he thought Nora was really hot. Then he began touching her
breasts and trying to undress her. Although Nora initially protested, she and
Chris ended up having sex on the floor of the restaurant.
The next day, when Chris's father discovered that Chris had been stealing
liquor and partying in the dining room, he fired him. Chris left town without a
word to Nora. Two weeks later, he called to tell her that he had an STD and
that she needed to get checked. Nora was completely confused and upset. Jake
was planning to come home that evening, and her parents were going out of
town. She knew that if she asked Jake to wear a condom he would be suspicious because she had promised to be faithful. But if she had the STD and Jake
did not wear a condom, she might give it to him. She called her best friend
Trisha and asked her what she should do. Trisha said, "Only you can make
that decision.»
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As her mother packed for her trip, Nora told her the story, saying that it had
happened to a friend of hers. Her mother said, "Well, it just goes to show that
all men are scum."
Eventually, Nora left to pick up Jake at the bus station. All the way back to
her house, she agonized over what to do. She just couldn't bear to hurt him by
telling him that she'd had sex with his best friend. That evening, they had sex
without using a condom, and Nora prayed that she didn't give him anything.
Later that weekend Jake told Nora that although he really loved her, he,
thought that maybe they should date other people while they were separated.
Rank the following characters from the story from the person you admire,
respect, or like the most (1) to the person you admire, respect, or like the
least (5).
Nora's mother

Jake
Nora

_

Chris

_

Trisha

_

_

Keep in mind the following issues as you try to reach for a consensus:
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1. The meaning of friendship
2. The importance of trust in relationships
3. How alcohol affects behavior
4. Identifying how one can be assured of being “safe”
5. How sexual experiences “just happen” and how to prepare oneself
6. A definition of “faithful” and a discussion of how realistic monogamy may be
7. The issue of rape or coercive sexual behavior
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AIDS AND OTHER STDS
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