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Hello I hope this finds you well and having enjoyed a nice break over Thanksgiving.
As you may know, we recently received the state’s 2015-16 School and District Report Cards from
the Department of Public Instruction. I am proud to say the Wauwatosa School District has again
“exceeded expectations”, earning a four out of five-star rating.
At the foundation of the cards are four priority areas that schools and districts receive a score for. A
few highlights I’d like to point out:




-Website: www.wauwatosaschools.org
-Like Wauwatosa School District on Facebook
-Follow Tosa Schools on Twitter
-Read your school newsletters
-Emergency notifications

In Student Achievement, which measures proficiency in reading and mathematics on state
assessments, the district scored 82.3 out of 100 points, compared to the state’s score of 67.5.
We also excelled in On-Track and Postsecondary Readiness, which is a measurement using
reliable predictors of high school graduation and potential post high school success, scoring 92.8
out of 100 points, compared to the state’s score of 86.6.

It is important to note, there were significant changes in how the current 2015-16 report cards were
calculated, due to new requirements by the state legislature. As a result, DPI advises results should
not be compared to previous years. It is also important to keep in mind that the report cards are just a
snapshot of the positive work being done in our schools.
Outside of the state assessments, we know that reading growth is essential to overall student success and literacy is on the rise in our schools. That is work to celebrate! As part of our 2016-2021
Strategic Plan for the district, our focus is to continue to increase the achievement level and growth in
reading for all students. To be encouraged in where we are headed, I think it is important to note the
improvements we’ve made:




On the MAP assessment, the percent of elementary students scoring at or above grade level in
reading has risen from 72% in 2011 to 79% in 2016.
Among middle school students, the percent of students scoring at or above grade level rose from
69% in 2011 to 77% in 2016.

This is exciting to see and I invite you to partner with us in our work toward continued growth in reading by making reading a family affair if you don’t already. Winter break is a great time to start!
May you and your family enjoy this holiday season.

All elementary and middle
school parents received an
email this week asking for
feedback regarding our Safe
Routes to School program. If
you haven’t yet taken the
survey, it takes just a couple
of minutes
and we greatly
appreciate your
input!

The Wauwatosa School District does
not discriminate on the basis of a person’s
color, sex, race, religion, national origin,
ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital status,
sexual orientation, or physical, mental,
emotional or learning disability, or any
other characteristic protected by state or
federal law.

Sincerely,

Phil Ertl
Superintendent
Twitter @philertl
email: ertlph@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us

Tosa East Players Fall Musical Opening Night
Friday, Dec. 2, 2016 at 7:30 p.m.
Wauwatosa East High School Theatre – 7500 Milwaukee Ave.
West High School Orchestra Kinderkonzert
Saturday, Dec. 3, 2016, 1:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Wauwatosa West High School Auditorium – 11400 W. Center Street

School Board Meeting
Monday, Dec. 12, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.
District Administration Office, Conference Room C
12121 W. North Ave.
NO SCHOOL – Winter Break
Friday, Dec. 23, 2016 – Monday, January 2, 2017

R.A.C.E. Team Meeting
Tuesday, December 6, 2016 from 6 – 7 p.m.
Longfellow Middle School Library – 7600 W. North Ave.
Special Education Parent Meeting
Thursday, December 8th, 2016 from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
District Administration Office, Conference Room C -- 12121 W. North Ave.—Agenda
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Email Advisory Group
Open communication and parent input is valued and important to us as we work to make decisions and improvements to best serve our students. As a result, the district is exploring new ways for parents to engage, who might
not otherwise be able to attend meetings or participate as part of a committee. One avenue we’d like to try is an
email advisory group that we’d seek feedback from on miscellaneous topics in an email forum. If you’re interested
in serving as part of this group, please click HERE.

New offerings in the Wauwatosa Recreation Department’s 2016-17
Winter/Spring Activity Guide
Are you waiting for your favorite winter activity? Or, perhaps you’re looking for a new
hobby for the kids to dig into? The Wauwatosa Recreation Department has you
covered! The 2016-17 Winter/Spring Guide should be arriving in your mailboxes this
week. The department offers activities for infants through senior citizens and this
year there are some exciting new opportunities including:


Winter Break-Out Camp for kids in grades 3 – 8. Activities include sledding,
indoor water park, laser tag, indoor rock climbing, and a hot chocolate bar!



New art classes for adults and children with Cloud 9 Workshop



Indoor Futsal League on Sunday afternoons for ages 7-12

You can also register and view the guide online at www.tosarec.com, by mail, fax, or
in person at the Recreation Department office. Please contact us at tosarec@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us or
414-773-2900 with questions.

Weather Information Updates
As we move into winter, we need to prepare for the possibility of
school closings due to inclement weather.
Information about the closing of schools will be posted on the
district website and broadcast on the following area television
stations and their radio affiliates:
 CBS 58 WDJT-TV  WISN-TV 12


FOX TV6 NEWS  WTMJ-TV4
The timing of the decision to close the schools is influenced by the severity, intensity and movement of a storm
center. Stations are contacted prior to 5:45 a.m., if possible, about school closing decisions. Final decisions on
school closings will be made no later than 6 a.m. Superintendent Phil Ertl will generate Blackboard Connect calls
to all staff and families with notification of closing.

Interested in giving back? We’re looking for mentors!
The district R.A.C.E. (Raising Achievement and Cultural Excellence) Team has an
opportunity for you, or someone you know, to invest in our students’ future as a
mentor! Mentors will work with selected fifth grade students from February through
May, meeting twice a month for about 45 minutes each time. The mentoring
sessions will focus on topics centered around leadership, building strong
relationships, and academic success. Many mentors say that the rewards they
gain are as substantial as those for their mentees. We’re also always looking for
new parents or community members to get involved in the R.A.C.E. Team! To learn more about the overall
work we’re doing, join us at our next R.A.C.E. Team social meeting. The details are listed above under “Save the
Date”. For more information, you can contact Willie Garrison at garriswi@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us.
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Tosa East Players open 2016-17 theatre season with
Off-Broadway musical, “The World Goes ‘Round”
The Tosa East Players will kick-off their 2016-17 theatre season with a fall
musical, their version of the Off-Broadway hit, “The World Goes ‘Round”.
Opening night is Friday, December 2 at 7:30 p.m. The show is said to be “filled
with humor, romance, drama and nonstop melody.” The plot features five main
characters navigating the world of “love, babies and coffee” and is originally written by the celebrated team of
Kander and Ebb. “These students - from our technicians to our musicians to our performers - have tapped into
the heart and deeper meaning of these catchy tunes and are presenting soulful work that will absolutely stir you
to your core,” said theatre director, Kate Sarner. “Amanda Marquardt, our incredible choreographer, has created
several dance pieces that are simultaneously heartbreaking and hopeful. It is a show you don't want to miss.” For
show times and ticket prices, click HERE.

Renovation of Wauwatosa East High School theatre completed
Renovation of the Wauwatosa East Dale K. Hidde Theatre has finished just in time for the Tosa East Players fall
musical. The theater, built in the 1940’s, was renovated in order to bring it back to its original grandeur. Over the
years, much of the ornate plasterwork was covered with acoustical panels that
were painted, which diminished the acoustical value of the panels.
The renovation, which began earlier this year, included removing the original
acoustical panels, coordinating with an acoustical consultant to install new panels,
and installing accessible toilets by modifying and lowering a portion of the school
area adjacent to the theater lobby. The theatre also has new carpet and seating,
updated electrical and sound components, as well as a paint scheme that reflects
the color palette of the original theater.
Pictured above—The Wauwatosa
East Theatre prior to the
renovation.
Right— The newly renovated
Wauwatosa East theatre space.

District’s new Advanced Placement Capstone program highly sought after
The Wauwatosa School District is proud to be the first district in our area to offer the Advanced Placement (AP) Capstone
program to students. The AP Capstone is a program developed by the College Board and consists of two courses: AP
Seminar, implemented last school year, and AP Research, implemented this school year.
According to the College Board, the AP Capstone program, “cultivates curious, independent, and collaborative scholars and
prepares them to make logical, evidence-based decisions.” Students who participate in the program and earn a score of 3 or
higher in AP Seminar and AP Research, as well as in four other AP classes of their choosing, will receive an AP Capstone
Diploma. It is a new way for students to distinguish themselves to colleges, demonstrating the attainment of college-level
academic and research skills.
In addition to AP Capstone, the Wauwatosa School District offers 18 other AP courses in all core areas of curriculum. One of
the goals of the district is to increase the percentage of students enrolled in AP courses each year, with all students
completing at least one AP course prior to graduation. In the 2015-16 school year, 88.1 percent of our graduating students
had done so, up from 61.6 percent in 2010-11.
Additionally, the district has placed special focus on increasing equity in AP courses and in September of 2016, we were
recognized nationally by Equal Opportunity Schools in Washington D.C. for our work in this area.
To learn more about AP courses, contact your school guidance counselor.
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Sodexo recognizes Wauwatosa West in national Healthy
High School Challenge
Wauwatosa West has been awarded for its
participation in Sodexo’s national Healthy High
School Challenge. The school earned $500,
competing against hundreds of high schools from
around the country. Sodexo’s Healthy High
School Challenge is a national event designed to
further the nutrition education of high school
students and build ongoing excitement around our
food service programs. High school nutrition
programs managed by Sodexo around the
country competed in the challenge, earning points
for served reimbursable meals and healthy a la carte snacks and beverages. The more meals, healthy snacks
and beverages a school served during the challenge, the more points they earned.

In case you missed it: Tosa School in the news
Tosa West sophomore Julia Larson earned two medals at the state swimming meet
Tosa East senior Aaron Plaisted named State Player of the Year by the Wisconsin Boys Volleyball
Coaches Association
Tosa East senior Sam Hantzsch performs with National Honor Band Drumline at revered Grand National
Championships
The Tosa East Boys Volleyball team competes at state

